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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S^&epartment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  1,  1957 
Letter  No.  75H 


By  tomorrow  you  "will  no  doubt\have  he^ffd  Resident  Eisenhower's  greeting 
on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  sent  you  through  njle^letter  to  Jack  Timmons,  pres. , 
NATRFD,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  La.    We  repe\t^irtf  f  or  the  record.    In  his  letter 
the  President  said: 

"On  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  it  is  a  pleasure  to  send  greetings  to 
the  National  Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors. 

"The  broadcasters  of  agricultural  information  provide  an  essential 
service  to  our  national  community.    By  means  of  modern  com- 
munications they  are  able  to  keep  our  farmers  and  ranchers  up- 
to-date  on  matters  which  daily,  even  hourly,  affect  their  crops 
and  livestock,  their  personal  health  and  prosperity.  With 
dependable  weather  and  marketing  information,  accurate  report- 
ing of  the  latest  scientific  findings,  and  more  efficient  use  of 
labor  and  machinery,  the  lives  of  all  Americans,  farm  producers 
and  consumers,  are  strengthened. 

"Congratulations  to  the  agricultural  services  of  our  radio  and  tele- 
vision industry,  and  best  wishes  to  each  person  who  is  engaged  in 
this  important  work. 


DWIGET  D.  EISENHOWER" 


TV  in  News  and  Color 


Last  night  at  USDA  Visual  Workshop  Dinner,  Ted  Koop,  dir.  of  news  and 
public  affairs  for  Washington,  CBS ,  and  Pres.  Radio-Television  News  Directors' 
Association,  briefly  traced  how  use  of  movies  and  live  pick-ups  have  won 
eventual    recognition  from  other  news  media  of  the  importance  of  TV  newscasts. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  immediate  playback  on  visual  tape  of  the  TV  pickups 
during  the  President's  Inauguration  emphasizes  the  importance  of  TV  as  a 

branch  of  "the  press"  At  the  opening  Workshop  session  Monday,  Barry 

Wood,  dir.  special  events,  NBC -TV,  New  York,  and  exec,  producer  "Wide,  Wide 
World",  discussed  "The  Today  and  Tomorrow  of  Color  TV".    He  estimated  that 
color  doubles  the  audience  and  the  impact.    He  predicted  250,000  TV  sets  will 
be  built  and  sold  this  year  -  more  than  double  the  number  now  in  use.  He 
reported  the  first  TV  color  station,  designed  and  built  from  the  ground  up 
for  color  only,  will  be  built  here  this  year.    Together  with  Stan  Parian, 
supervisor  of  broadcast  film,  NBC -TV;  Re id  Davis,  mgr.  of  TV  technical  opera- 
tions, NBC -TV;  and  Ed  Bennett,  supervisor  of  scenic  design  and  graphic  arts, 
NBC -TV,  Dir.  Wood  served  on  the  panel  which  went  into  down- to- the -floor 
discussion  of  color  television  techniques. 
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TV  Color  -  "Easy  and  More  Fun" 

So  says  Ed  Bennett,  supervisor  of  scenic  design  and  graphic  arts,  MBC-TV. 
In  a  colorful,  exciting  two-hour  talk,  each  of  three  days,  he  told  our  TV 
section  of  the  USDA  Color  Workshop  about  his  experiences  in  color  TV  and  the 
principles  on  which  NBC  works  in  color  production.    He  rated  color  TV  as  easy 
as  black  and  white  and  a  lot  more  fun,  predicted  local  stations  may  experiment 
with  color  and  find  ways  to  use  it  HBC  hasn't  yet  dreamed  of,  and  says  any 
books  to  guide  you  would  probably  be  out  of  date  before  they  reached  the  press. 

Learn  Color  by  Shades  of  Grey 

As  a  basic  approach  to  color  use  on  TV,  Ed  uses  the  10-point  Munsell  grey 
scale,  ranging  from  black  to  white.    In  designing  a  TV  color  program,  he  chooses 
a  key  of  3  or  k  points,  either  dark,  light,  or  middle  range.    Then,  he  stays 
within  the  range  of  shades  of  the  chosen  key.    This  way  he  can  use  any  color  he 
wants.    It  may  take  considerable  practice  to  learn  to  do  this,  but  Ed  emphasizes 
that  it  is  basic  that  everybody  working  in  color  TV  learn  to  evaluate  colors. 

Four  Times  as  Much  Light 

Much  of  the  difference  in  color  TV  seems  to  be  in  the  lighting.    It  takes 
four  times  as  much  light  on  the  set  as  does  black  and  white  TV  -  and  some  of 
the  difficulties  stem  from  this  abnormal  amount  of  light.    It  often  brings  out 
colors  in  paints  and  fabrics  you  didn't  realize  were  there.    It  brings  out  the 
red  in  a  man's  face,  which  may  have  to  be  corrected  by  make-up  or  background. 
Most  women  need  only  their  usual  street  make-up. 

Teamwork  Can  Cut  Costs 

Ed  indicated  that  pre-planning  and  teamwork  can  help  keep  down  costs  in 
lighting,  scenery,  and  costumes  and  avoid  many  costly  mistakes.    For  their  back- 
ground, instead  of  painting  the  scenery  in  colors,  he  uses  greys  and  lights  them 
with  colored  light.    Ordinarily  the  background  is  lighted  separately  from  the 
subject  in  the  foreground,  which  helps  avoid  color  problems.    In  the  production 
team  the  producer  and  director  choose  the  color  mood  and  the  scenic  and  costume 
designer  create  that  mood.    Ed  sees  one  of  the  biggest  opportunities  for  saving 
in  hiring  first-class  artists  with  imagination  to  design  the  sets.    For  example, 
such  artists  can  create  a  beautiful  color  set  on  a  small  card,  and  actor  or 
other  subject  moving  against  a  black  background  can  be  superimposed  on  the  card 
to  wonderful  effect  .   .  .  .Ed  mentioned  that  one  of  their  color  shows  as  piped 
to  the  West  Coast  is  picked  up  electronically  on  tape  -  sound,  movement,  color, 
and  all  on  the  same  tape  and  played  back  (experimentally  -  not  broadcast) 
instantly  or  hours  later  in  faithful  and  exact  reproduction,  without  further 
processing.  .   .  .This  is  one  of  the  things  going,  on  that  seem  likely  eventually 
to  add  an  exciting  new  dimension  to  farm  broadcasting  with  a  whole  new': pasture 
for  your  imagination  to  graze  and  cavort  around  in. 

Food  to  Feature  World  Health  Day:    Come  April  7  U.S.  and  other  nations  will 
observe  World  Health  Day.    USDA,  State  Dept.,  and  Dept.  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  will  take  part. 


Study  Emergency  Soil  Bank  Grazing 


This  week  the  program  permitting  emergency  grazing  of  Soil  Bank  Acreage 
Reserve  land  in  certain  drought  counties  in  11  Western  States  was  extended  to 
the  end  of  this  month.    At  the  same  time,  State  Drought  Committees  were  asked 
to  survey  their  areas  and  recommend  whether  to  end  the  program  before  Feb.  23, 
at  that  time,  or  extend  it  beyond  that  date.    If  recommendations  are  made  to 
continue  the  program  in  some  parts  of  the  drought  region,  and  the  need  for  such 
extension  is  shown  to  exist,  the  program  will  be  extended.    Soil  Bank  law 
prohibits  grazing  land  under  Acreage  Reserve  agreements  except  in  emergency 

conditions  Forestry  agencies  report  tree  planting  getting  big  push 

from  the  Soil  Bank  in  other  parts  of  the  country.    The  song  writer  who  wrote 
about  the  "fifty  thousand  Indians  and  fifty  million  trees"  was  way  off  on  his 
trees.    Within  three  or  four  years  nurseries  will  be  producing  1  billion  trees 
a  year  for  the  Soil  Bank  alone.    Before  the  Soil  Bank  they  were  already 
producing  nearly  that  many.    Thirty-five  states  have  agreed  to  furnish  technical 
assistance  to  farmers  in  Soil  Bank  tree  planting. 

Demand  for  Soybeans  Reported  Good 

In  spite  of  the  record  crop  of  soybeans,  AMS  specialists  report  soybean 
prices  are  above  support  levels.    They  say  these  prices  reflect  strong  home  and 
export  demand  for  beans  and  oil.    They  expect  that  demand  to  continue  good 
.  .  .  .FAS  experts  say  the  soybean  crop,  which  was  a  rather  minor  U.S.  crop 
20  years  ago,  now  ranks  fourth  among  U.S.  agricultural  exports.    Japan  is  the 
largest  market,  Europe  next  -  particularly  Western  Germany.    Last  year  large 
quantities  of  soybean  oil  went  to  Spain,  Greece,  and  Chile,  largely  under 
Public  Law  ^80  programs. 

More  Soil  and  Water  Research 

The  Soils,  Water  and  Fertilizer  Research  Advisory  Committee  met  here 
this  week.     It  recommended  and  urged  getting  right  down  to  fundamentals  to, 
if  possible,  find  the  basic  principles  and  underlying  causes  and  effects  with 
a  view  toward  solving  the  soil  and  water  problems  of  the  Nation.    They  want 
more  research  and  management  of  soil  and  water  so  as  to  conserve  moisture  on 
humid  region  crop  land;  investigations  looking  to  better  use  of  irrigation 
water  in  both  humid  and  dryland  regions^  more  knowledge  on  how  water  behaves 
on  land  of  agricultural  watersheds.     In  a  few  weeks,  the  Committee  expects  to 
submit  a  detailed  report  of  its  recommendations. 

Weed.s  and  Worms  Worry  Experts 

Yesterday  the  hearing  to  consider  a  Federal  quarantine  against  the 
parasitic  plant  known  as  witchweed  recessed  to  meet  again  in  the  near  future  - 
120  counties  in  Worth  and  South  Carolina  are  known  to  be  infested  with  this 
weed  which  causes  a  destructive  disease  of  corn.    Differences  of  opinion  arose 

as  to  the  type  of  control  program  needed  At  a  public  hearing  here 

yesterday  on  Federal  quarantine  against  the  soybean  cyst  nematode  which 
threatens  our  billion- dollar  soybean  crop,  the  meeting  favored  a  quarantine. 
This  near-microscopic  eelworm  parasite  preys  on  plants  and.  causes  "yellow 
dwarf"  disease. 

LATE  FLASH  -  Governor  Luther  Hodges  of  North  Carolina  yesterday  proclaimed 
Feb.  2  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  in  the  Tarheel  State. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shews  Feb.  k-9 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Feb.  9,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Feb.  9,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  An  interview  with  Director-General 
B.  R.  Sen,  FAO.    Dir.  Sen  was  formerly  Ambassador  from  India  to  the  U.S.,  but 
this  is  his  first  visit  to  North  America  since  becoming  head  of  this  World  Food 
and  Agricultural  Organization. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Feb.  9,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Salute  to  National  Electric  Week" 
plus  "Report  from  the  Annual  Meeting,  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation 
Districts",  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Growing 
Significance  of  Irrigation. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  7:  "Grow  Trees  in  Your  Soil 
Bank"  -  18  photos  showing  help  available  from  nurseries  to  plan  better  tree 
planting  programs  on  conservation  reserve  acreage. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Among  those  present  at  the  USDA  Visual  Workshop  were:    Bob  Crom,  formerly 
of  this  office  but  now  communications  director  at  North  Dakota  State;  those 
Farm  and  Home  twins,  Milt  Bliss  and  Jerry  Seaman;  Ken  Thomas  and  Skip  Landen, 
radio  and  TV,  Kansas  State;  Jack  Sloan,  radio  and  TV,  Texas  A  C,  M;  Dave  Bateman, 
ass't  Ext.  ed. ,  North  Dakota  Ag.  College;  and  including,  we  suspect,  our  very 
closest  friend,  old Et  Al  himself.  We  counted  more  than  300  heads. 

Tapes  For  You  -  Send  Blanks  •  •■ 

2A17    "Cotton  Exports  Now  Zooming"  (k  min.  30  sec.)  L.  R.  Paramore,  FAS, 
just  back  from  a  trip  to  European  cotton  markets,  gives  the  story  of  the  sudden  - 
upturn  in  cotton  exports.    World  demand  is  increasing  and  U.S.  cotton,  he  says, 
may  not  be  in  surplus  much  longer. 

3A17    "Livestock  to  Peru"  {h  min  25  sec.)    W.  L.  Rodman,  FAS,  livestock 
division,  tells  how  bulls  are  flying  to  Peru  and  the  prospect  for  increased 
exports  of  U.S.  breeding  stock. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Round-Up 

We  just  received  from  ex-prexy  NATRFD,  Phil  Alampi,  a  copy  of  the  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  Proclamation  of  Acting  Gov.  Albert  McCay  of  New  Jersey.  This 
reminds  us  -  before  you  forget,  we  would  like  to  get  as  complete  a  record  as 
possible  of  how  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  was  observed  this  Feb.  2  by  folks  in 
the  baliwicks  of  each  and  every  one  of  you.    We  want  this  for  the  record  for 
'57  and  it  may  come  in  handy  for  suggestions  for  next  year.     If  you're  a  member 
of  NATRFD;  write  to  Jack  Jackson,  KCM0,  Kansas  City,  Mo.    If  not,  write  to 
this  office.  Thanks. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  C,  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To  JL 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 


From 


A  9// 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.Oepartment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  8,  1957 
Letter  No.  755 


Department  officials  have  just  announced  an  extension  of  the  deadline 
for  farmers  to  sign  contracts  to  put  land  in  the  '57  Conservation  Reserve,  the 
long-range  program  of  the  Soil  Bank.    The  time  is  extended  from  March  15  to 
April  15;  on  account  of  the  heavy  work  load  in  ASC  offices.    Sign  up  of 
Conservation  Reserve  contracts  to  begin  in  195^  is  expected  to  begin  late  next 
summer  or  early  in  the  fall. 

To  Push  Small  Watershed  Program 

"Conservation  is  everybody's  business/1  Secretary  Benson  said  yesterday 
at  St.  Louis.    Speaking  before  the  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation 
Districts,  he  pointed  out  that  in  many  parts  of  America  water  is  the  greatest 
limiting  factor  for  both  agricultural  and  industrial  development.    He  emphasized 
that  if  we  are  to  continue  to  advance  agriculturally  and  industrially  we  must 
make  the  best  use  of  every  drop  of  water  which  falls  on  our  soil,  or  which  can 
be  extracted  from  the  oceans.    He  rated  the  small  watershed  program  as  one  of 
the  greatest  developments  of  our  time  to  conserve  soil,  water,  range,  timber, 
and  wildlife  resources.    He  told  the  soil  savers  we  must  push  on  in  this 
program.    One  of  the  first  goals  is  to  complete  all  needed  work  in  at  least 
one  of  the  early  authorized  watersheds  and  the  more  recent  pilot  watershed 
program.    We  need  to  step  up  the  work,  get  some  of  the  watersheds  completed, 
so  we  can  begin  to  measure  the  benefits  as  a  guide  to  better  programs  in  a 
large  number  of  watersheds.    Among  other  conservation  measures,  he  urged  the 
districts  to  show  the  advantages  of  the  Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank 
to  farmers.    He  also  said  the  conservation  battle  will  almost  be  won  when  the 
people  realize  their  own  personal  stake  in  it. 

Hog  Farmers  Can  Expand  Markets 

At  Austin,  Minn.,  yesterday,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  discussed  the 
way  intense  competition  is  changing  the  markets  for  farmers.    Speaking  before 
the  20th  Annual  Minnesota-Iowa  Swine  Institute,  he  pointed  out  that  it  will 
take  teamwork,  among  farmers,  processors,  and  sellers,  to  expand  the  market 
with  quality  pork.    Through  improved  production  practices  on  the  part  of 
farmers,  and  improved  processing  and  marketing  practices,  consumers  can  get 
the  lean  meat  they  prefer,  and  at  no  greater  relative  cost.    The  Under 
Secretary  reminded  his  hearers  that  even  a  good  meat- type  hog  still  yields 
considerable  lard,  so  there  is  need  for  continued  strong  emphasis  on  finding 
new  and  expanded  uses  or  outlets  for  lard.    He  cautioned  against  depending 
wholly  upon  export  demand  for  an  outlet  for  our  surplus  lard  production. 


Operating  in  TV  Color  at  Walter  Reed 


At  the  close  of  the  USDA  Color  Workshop  last  week,  a  group  from  here 
took  in  a  colorful  aftershow  at  the  television  center- at  the  U.S.  Army's  Walter 
Reed  Hospital.    Janet  Chri stensen ,  newe st  member  of  our  staff,  reports  the  group 
was  thrilled  to  see  the  well-equipped  color  studio.    She  says  the  setup  doesn't 
include  even  one  black  and  white  camera.    One  piece  of  equipment  is  a  TV  camera 
especially  designed  for  looking  through  the  microscope.    Another  way  the  doctors 
get  a  new  look  at  their  job  is  by  means  of  a  closed-circuit  color  TV  system  in 
the  operating  room.    As  the  seeing-eye  of  the  TV  camera  glides  along  its  track 
over  the  operating  table,  a  large  monitor  provides  close-up  views  in  color  of 
the  immediate  operating  area.    Plans  also  call  for  training  programs  on  medical 
topics,  illustrated  in  color,  from  the  studio  to  more  distant  viewers. 

USDA  Steps  Up  Surplus  Food  Donations 

During  the  last  six  months  of  '56,  AMS  distributed  nearly  3k|  billion 
pounds  of  surplus  foods.    That  is  86  percent  more  than  during  a  like  period  the 
year  before.    That's  the  distribution  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  Nearly 
30  million  pounds  was  used  to  help  Hungarian  refugees  in  Austria.    Over  a  half 
billion  pounds  were  distributed  in  this  country,  with  the  largest  increase  to 
schools  for  the  school  lunch  program.    Distribution  outside  the  U.S.  is  being 
made  in  82  foreign  countries  through  22  private  U.S.  welfare  agencies,  with 
supplies  provided  to  them  after  provision  had  been  made  for  the  needs  of  all 
U.S.  recipients. 

Turkey,  Texas,  and  Meat-Type  Hogs 

D.  A.  (Andy)  Adam,  of  Texas  A  &  M  College  is  in  town  for  orientation 
before  departing  with  wife,  Lois,  for  Turkey  where  he'll  be  Agri.  Extension 
Advisor  to  the  U.S.  Mission.    As  the  main  contact  in  Texas  for  foreign  students 
and  visitors,  he  has  worked  with  hundreds  of  Turkish  agriculturists,  so  is 
already  acquainted  with  most  of  the  people  he'll  be  advising.    In  the  late 

forties,  Andy  was  Ext.  radio  editor  for  Texas  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO, 

Kansas  City,  has  launched  plans  for  a  Meat-Type  Hog  Club  Contest  in  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  area.    It  is  patterned  after  the  old  "100  Bushel  Corn  Club".  ..... 

Dave  Walshak,  farm  dir.  at  KCTI,  Gonzales,  Texas,  who  is  fairly  new  at  the  busi- 
ness, writes  he  likes  our  output  of  info.    Thanks,  Dave.    We  understand  the 
folks  like  yours,  too. 

U.S. -Europe  Co-op  on  Ag.  Atoms 

This  spring,  March  7-June  6,  20  highly- trained  scientists  from  Western 
European  countries  will  make  a  study  tour  of  agricultural  uses  of  atomic  energy 
in  this  country.    Tentative  plans  call  for  them  to  spend  the  first  two  weeks  here 
and  at  USDA's  Beltsville  Research  Center,  a  week  at  Oak  Ridge,  and  somewhat 
shorter  visits  to  Okla.  A&M,  Iowa  State,  U.  of  Wis.,  Mich.  State  U,  MIT,  the 
Brookhaven  Wat'l  Lab.  at  Upton,  N.Y. ,  Cornell,  and  the  final  week  in  Washington. 
The  tour  is  sponsored  by  the  Organization  for  European  Economic  Cooperation  and 
is  being  arranged  in  this  country  by  the  International  Cooperation  Administration, 
USDA,  the  U.S.  Army,  and  the  Atomic  Energy  C  cruris  si  on.    It  is  a  follow-up  on  the 
policy  of  sharing  atomic  technology  enunciated  by  President  Eisenhower  in  June 
'  55«    It  looks  forward  to  a  coordinated  program  for  using  radioactive  materials 
and  supplies  in  agricultural  research  in  Europe;  research  on  soils,  crops, 
animal  husbandry,  and  in  food  preservation.    When  they  get  back  the  scientists 
will  report  to  their  European  Production  Agency  and  the  OEEC. 
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Reports  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

Bob  Nance,  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  I  ova,  reports  that  on  television  they 
devoted  ten  minutes  to  a  feature  on  the  early  days  of  farm  radio  and  showed  many 
real  "classic"  snapshots  of  their  farm  department  personnel  in  action  through 

the  years  Amos  Kirby,  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  sends  a  preliminary  report 

and  promises  a  full  report  shortly.    He  says  WCAU  put  on  a  terrific  program. 
Newspaper  announcements,  special  comments  including  personal  appearances  on 
other  programs  From  KMOX,  St.  Louis,  we  have  a  double -page,  fully- 
illustrated  "An  Old  Fashioned  Success  Story"  which  gees  all  out  for  that  "old 
fashioned  guy"  Ted  Mangner,  a  "Farmers'  Farmer"  star  of  the  annual  Hillsboro, 
111.,  "Farmers'  Day"  for  six  consecutive  years  

Changing  Pattern  of  Potato  Production 

Potato  acreage  in  the  late  crop  potato  States  has  gone  down  sharply 
during  the  past  30  years,  "but  average  yield  per  acre  has  risen  phenomenally. 
Acreage  is  less  than  kO  percent  of  what  it  was,  hut  average  yield  per  acre  is 
two  and  a  half  times  as  high,  so  production  has  heen  maintained  at  a  high 
level.    In  its  Vegetable  Situation  report  this  week,  AMS  points  out  that  the 
Central  late  potato  States,  where  yields  are  lowest,  used  to  produce  almost 
half  the  total  late  crop.    That  region  has  declined  in  importance  until  in 
recent  years  it  has  accounted  for  only  a  fourth  of  the  crop.    That  decline  has 
been  largely  offset  by  fast  increasing  production  in  the  West  which  has  in- 
creased its  share  from  20  to  38  percent  of  the  total.    Production  in  the  East 
has  increased  moderately,  from  33  to  38  percent. 

"Can  Spring  be  Far  Behind?" 

Monday  the  Department  issued  its  acreage-marketing  guides  for  1957-crop 
summer  and  fall  vegetables  for  fresh  use,  summer  melons,  sweet  potatoes,  and 
vegetables  for  processing.    These  guides  are  designed  to  help  veg.  growers  plan 
production.    USDA  recommends  3  percent  reductions  in  total  acreage  for  fresh 
summer  vegetables,  5  percent  for  fresh  fall  vegetables,  k  percent  for  summer 
melons,  and  8  percent  for  vegetables  for  commercial  processing.    The  guide  for 
sweet  potatoes  is  a  total  planted  acreage  5  percent  more  than  last  year.  If 
production  is  in  lines  with  these  '57  guides,  and  if  marketings  fellow  a  normal 
pattern,  supplies  should  be  in  balance  with  needs  at  a  high  level  of  consumer 
demand.  .  .  .  The  Veg.  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  ended 

its  annual  meeting  here  yesterday,  recommended  expanded  research  and  urged  USDA 
market  news  reports  include  information  on  truck  receipts  from  more  cities  - 
also  more  grading  work 

Spreadingest  Pest  Ever  in  U.S. 

Department  entomologists  report  the  spotted  alfalfa  aphid  has  shown  the 
greatest  rate  of  spread  of  any  pest  ever  introduced  into  the  U.S.    First  detected 
in  the  spring  of  '54  in  New  Mexico  it  is  now  known  in  30  States.    It  reached 
the  Mississippi  River  by  the  end  of  '55  and.  early  in  '56  was  collected  in 
northern  Florida.    Mild  winters  and  wind  favor  its  spread.  .  .  .And  speaking  of 
insects,  this  week  USDA  announced  its  bulletin  describing  33  lawn  insects,  how 
to  locate  them,  effective  insecticides  and  how  to  use  them.    Single  copies  are 
free  on  request,  "Lawn  Insects  and  How  to  Control  Them",  Home  and  Garden 
Bulletin  No.  53. 

Farm  Press,  Radio  and  TV  Institute  of  N.  C.  State  College,  Raleigh,  Feb.  22-23. 
Sponsored  by  N.C.  Farm  Writers,  Ag.  Comm.,  N.C.  Ass'n  Broadcasters,  N.C.  Ext. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  11- 16 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Feb.  16,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of) 
the  Farm  News"  with  Ted  Hutchcroft.  Features:  "The  Cyst  Nematode  Threat  to  ; 
Soybeans"  with  L.  F.  Curl,  ARS. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Feb.  16,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Highlights  of  National  Future 
Farmers  of  America  Week"  and  presents  "A  Blue  print  for  Poultry  Progress." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Career  of 
the  Agriculture  Attache"  with  Tony  Merrill  of  the  State  Dept.,  and  Jim  Howard, 
our  Ag.  Attache  in  Egypt,  now  on  temporary  duty  here. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Feb,  IS,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  1^:     "Why  Marketing  Research?" 
tells  in  18  cartoons  the  story  of  marketing  research  methods  and  accomplishments. 

Big  Demand  for  TV  Visuals 


While  scouting  the  Southern  Utilization  Research  Lab,  in  New  Orleans 
recently,  Jules  Renaud  of  this  office,  arranged  to  pick  up  quite  a  bit  of  the 
work  there.    He  hopes  to  have  it  on  film  for  TV  soon.    Going  and  coming,  he 
stopped  off  with  some  of  the  brethren.    He  found  RFDs  using  a  wide  variety  of 
visuals;  still  photos,  slides;  and  wanting  more.    He  watched  the  farm  shows  of 
Derek  Rooke,  WCMT ,  Memphis;  Marvin  Vines,  KTHV,  and  Bob  Buice,  KARK,  Little  Rock. 
Jules  seemed  particularly  impressed  with  the  amount  of  film  Derek  managed  to 
make  himself  to  illustrate  local  farm  news  events.    Derek  did  it  without  extra 
light,  too.    He  prefers  mounted  slides  to  printed  photos. 

Westward  ( Calif.,  Ore.,  Wash,  and  Idaho)  Ho.'! 

As  other  Oklahomans  (a  lot  of  them  came  back)  have  done  before,  we're 
heading  for  California  this  weekend  to  attend  the  SW  Pacific  Regional  NATRFD 
meeting  at  Fresno  on  Feb.  l6  and  the  NW  Pacific  NATRFD  Regional  meeting  in 
Seattle  on  Feb.  18.    Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  reg.  chm.  announces  a 
full  day's  program  devoted  to  different  phases  of  professional  improvement. 
Chm.  Al  Bauer,  KSLM,  Salem,  Ore.,  and  others  in  that  area  have  set  up  their 
program  with  emphasis  on  management  and  sponsor  relations  with  farm  broadcasting. 
Also,  we'll  take  in  the  NW  regional  meeting  of  the  Am.  Ass'n  of  Ag.  College 
Editors  at  Ocean  Lake,  Ore.,  on  Feb.  22  and  23  then  head  back.    Hope  to  see 
lots  of  you  folks  out  there. 

What  Happened? 

We  know  that  governors,  mayors,  state  commissioners  of  agri.,  land 
grant  colleges,  extension  services,  trade  associations, business  firms  and  lots 
of  others  pitched  in  to  help  put  the  first  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  over.    Tell  us 
what  happened  in  your  area.    It'll  help  evaluate  the  effort,  and  to  plan  the 
next  one.    Send  your  suggestions,  too. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  h  Television  'Service 


RFO  LETTER^ 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


a  a  a  a 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  DeDartment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  15,  1957 
Letter  No.  756 


At  Spokane,  WashingtQn/^thi^-ge^ek,  Secretary  Benson  reminded  his  hearers 
that  the  lesser  events  of  Pres^eTit-^raribto^Je^caln's  leadership  included: 
establishment  of  the  U.S.  Department  ofA^ri^uitT/re ,  the  beginning  of  Federal 
research  programs,  and  the  start  of  the  system  of  land-grant  colleges  and 
universities.  .  .The  Secretary  was  speaking  before  the  Pacific  Northwest  Farm 
Forum,  about  building  a  healthier  farm  economy.    He  mentioned  five  areas  in 
which  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  the  whole  nation  go  hand  in  hand.  First, 
he  put  the  need  to  save  all  the  water  we  can.  Our  present  national  use  of  water 
is  approaching  200  billion  gallons  a  day.    He  expects  this  use  to  double  in  25 
years.    Second,  conservation  of  land  and  timber.    He  said  the  only  successful 
programs  of  conservation  are  those  initiated  and  developed  by  local  people, 
and  managed  by  them,  with  the  help  of  both  State  and  Federal  Governments  where 
needed.    Third,  research  and  extension.    He  pointed  out  we  go  forward  on  the 
vehicle  of  new  ideas  --  new  ways  of  producing  more  efficiently  --  marketing 
more  effectively  --  ideas  for  using  established  crops  in  new  ways       ideas  for 
developing  new  crops.    Fourth ,  we  have  a  common  interest  in  development  programs. 
He  said  our  Rural  Development  Program  is  destined  to  grow  in  influence  and  worth. 
A  fifth  vital  need  in  building  a  healthy  farm  economy  is  credit  -  for  production 
requirements,  farm  purchase,  and  emergency  needs. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Round-Up 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  who  headed  NFBD  activities,  says 
reports  received  so  far  show  National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  was  a  tremendous 
success.    Because  he  doesn't  have  time  to  write  each  and  every  individual,  he 
has  asked  us  to  tell  you  fellows  he  appreciates  your  reports.    Also  the  copies 
of  program  schedules,  proclamations,  and  other  materials  you  sent  him,  for  his 
overall  NFBD  report.    Those  reports  are  not  all  in  a  form  that  can  be  readily 
tabulated  or  summarized,  so  he  asks  that  you  please  return  the  survey  form  he 
sent  out,  even  though  you  may  already  have  given  him  a  general  report. 

Chief  Beaty  on  West  Coast 

One  of  the  first  things  Chief  Beaty  saw  upon  his  arrival  in  Los  Angeles 
Monday  was  two  camels  and  an  Arabian  costumed  attendant  smack  in  the  middle  of 
the  patio  at  the  ultra-modern  KNX,  CBS  radio  studios  near  Sunset  and  Vine.  As 
it  turned  out,  King  Saud  had  not  preceded  him  to  California,  but  KM ' s 
personable  and  irrepressible  farm  director,  Nelson  Mclninch,  was  up  to  some  of 
his  usual  promotion  his;h- .jinks  in  connection  with  the  big  date  exposition  at 
Indio,  Calif. 


News  from  our  West  Front 
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Chief  Beaty  reports  Nelson  Mclninch,  KNX,  now  tapes  all  his  radio  shows, 
though  some  of  them  just  a  few  minute s~ahead  of  air  time.    All  his  tape  shows 
leave  space  for  last  minute  addition  of  new  developments,  weather,  late  news, 
etc.    He  is  on  KNX  radio  from  5:30  to  6:15  a.m.  and  from  12:15  to  12:30  p.m. 
daily.    Next  Sunday  he  starts  a  weekly  "Farm  Scene"  10:15  to  lO-.V?  on  25  CBS 
stations  in  Cal. ,  Ore.,  Wash.,  and  Ariz.    Nelson  started  farm  broadcasting  in 
19^1;  was  on  KFI  until  two  years  ago.  .  .  .  .Jim  Todd,  now  KFI  farm  man,  is 
currently  on  aT-week  tour  of  South  America  with  hO  members  of  the  California 
Farm  Bureau.    Meanwhile,  George  Dvorak,  chief  announcer  at  KFI,  is  carrying 
Jim's  load  of  two  daily  shows  (6:15  a.m.  and  12  noon)  six  days  per  week  in 
addition  to  his  own  5:55  a.m.  farm  spot.  .  .  .Peggy  Lainson  who  helps  Jim  and 

George,  used  to  work  at  WOW,  Omaha  Paul  Pierce,  who  does  a  15  min. 

daily  farm  show  (6:^5-7  a.m.)  on  KNXT  (television)  recently  did  an  amusing 
sequence  with  three  different  avocado  trees,  showing  them  one  at  a  time  during 
the  demonstration  by  an  ext.  specialist  to  depict  how  the  tree  had  grown. 
Remember  the  guy  with  the  tree  for  "Mrs.  Jones"  in  "Hellza  Poppin"?.  .... 
Stanley  Livingstone,  AMS  area  information  chief  in  San  Francisco,  was  in  Los 
Angeles  to  check  on  how  his  office's  market  news  output  is  received. 

Special  Report  on  Rural  Development 

Joe  Doherty,  USDA  Inf. ,  has  just  shown  us  a  progress  report  on  the  Rural 
Development  Program.    It  says  at  least  half  the  counties  taking  part  are  making 
regular  use  of  local  news  media,  to  publicize  the  Program  among  local  people. 
For  example,  two  radio  stations  in  the  area  of  Douglas  County,  Mo.,  carry 
regular  reports  of  progress  in  the  county's  Rural  Development  Program.  The 
editorial  staff  of  Georgia's  Extension  Service  prepares  regular  releases  on 
Georgia's  program.    They  are  widely  used.    Ext.  representatives  on  the  Ohio 
Rural.  Development  Committee  took  part  in  a  television  show,  describing  a  pilot 
county  program,  and  radio  tapes  have  been  distributed  widely  in  that  State. 

Putting  Teeth  in  Color  TV 

At  the  Army  Medical  Center's  closed-circuit  Television  Dental  Clinic 
this  week,  we  had  a  close-up  on  some  training  possibilities  of  close-ups  in 
color  by  TV.    On  camera,  Dr.  Edmund  Olsen,  assisted  by  Dr.  Rau,  demonstrated 
to  large  groups,  watching  large-screen  TV  sets  in  distant  class-rooms,  how  to 
fit  dentures.    The  Drs.  showed  how  to  judge  the  conformation  of  the  patient's 
face  for  type  of  dentures.    Then,  in  close  close-ups,  how  to  grind  and  stain 
the  store  teeth  to  suit  the  sex,  age,  and  personality  of  the  patient.  Viewers 
saw  the  teeth  many  times  life  size  and  the  operations  on  them  better  than  if 
they  had  stood  next  to  the  demonstrator.    In  fact,  Producer  George ( Jeff )Baker, 
formerly  with  WRC ,  said  that  in  a  recent  delicate  operation  on  a  postage-stamp 
size  area  in  a  man's  throat,  TV  viewing  surgeons  saw  an  operation  they'd  never 
even  had  a  peep  at  before. 

Seeking  Biological  Control  of  Aphids:    USDA  entomologists  doubt  any  man-made 
barrier  can  stop  spread  of  the  spotted  alfalfa  aphid.    They  pin  their  hopes  on 
allying  themselves  with  the  enemies  of  the  aphid.    Last  week  they  received  a 
shipment  of  fungus  diseased  aphids  from  India,  they  plan  to  disperse  against 
the  aphids  here.    Small  aphid- attacking  wasps  show  promise  in  preying  cn  aphids. 
Plant  breeders  have  also  stepped  up  efforts  to  develop  alfalfa  varieties  which 
can  stand  up  against  this  spreadingest  of  all  insect  pests  so  far  to  hit  this 
country. 
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More  Trained  Brain  P-swer  Wanted 

Here's  another  of  those  demands  for  more  scientists  and  technicians. 
This  time  it  is  to  work  on  new  ways  to  use  farm  products.    The  first  session  of 
the  special  policy  committee  to  advise  the  President's  Commission  on  Increased 
Industrial  Use  of  Agricultural  Products  ended  yesterday  after  giving  top  hilling 
to  this  need.   .  .  .  The  Department's  Advisory  Committee  on  Feed  and  Forage 
Research  and  Marketing  meeting  here,  the  day  before,  asked  for  tetter  control 
of  insects  that  attack  forage  crops  and  of  pests  that  infest  stored  grain; 
more  basic  research  on  composition  of  forage  crops  for  feed  improvement;  and 
expanded  work  on  bloat. 

If  you  Want  Dub  Send  Tape 

1Q27    "Big  Threat  to  Soybean  Crops"  -  Lev  Curl  of  Plant  Pest  Control  Branch  of 

ARS  and  Jack  Towers,  Rc;TV;  discuss  what  soybean  cyst  nematode  means  to 

farmers.    Time:  5:00 
2Q27    "March  Egg  Month"  -  Herman  Miller,  head  of  poultry  marketing  work  for  AMS 

talks  about  special  egg  promotion  campaign  going  on  in  March.    Story  to 

help  you  mark  March  Egg  Month  locally.    Time:  2:20 

Soil  Bank's  Emergency  Grazing  Program 

USDA  has  just  invited  Governors  and  chairmen  of  Drought  Committees  of  12 
States  to  meet  in  Denver  next  Wednesday,  Feb.  20.    They  will  discuss  emergency 
grazing  authorized  under  the  S"cdX^jBank" program.  "  They  will  review  the  operation 
of  the  emergency  grazing  program,  as  applied  to  the  '56  spring-£>lanted  crops, 
and  to  '57  winter  wheat  Acreage  Reserve  -  in  a  try  to  remove  some  of  the  prob- 
lems in  the  program's  past. 

Beef  Cattle  Numbers  Edge  Down 

Yesterday  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  its  inventory  of  the  number 
and  value  of  livestock  and  poultry  on  farms  and  ranches  throughout  the  country 
the  first  of  this  year.    That  report  indicates  a  modest  reduction  for  '57«  Due 
largely  to  the  drought,  cattle  are  down  2  percent.    This  first  decrease  after 
the  long  steady  climb  in  numbers  may  have  only  slight  effect  price-wise  this 
year,  but  specialists  say  it  probably  will  tend  to  improve  beef  cattle  prices 
in  the  next  two  or  three  years.    Hogs  are  down  5  percent;  sheep,  down  1  percent; 
and  horses  and  mules,  down  9  percent.    Chicken  and  turkey  inventories  increased 
3  and  17  percent,  but  the  build-up  in  poultry  is  not  enough  to  offset  the  decline 
in  livestock.    The  combined  inventory  shewed  a  net  decline  of  3  percent  from  '56. 

New  Age  Takes  More  Castor  Oil 

Jet  engines,  plastics,  and  1001  other  users  of  castor  oil  have  boosted 
the  world-wide  demand  for  castor  oil.    Cooperation  of  Federal,  State,  and  industry 
plant  breeders  and  engineers  have  made  possible  large-scale  production  of  castor 
beans  in  the  U.S.  by  mechanized  methods.    They  have  developed  new  varieties  bred 
to  the  machines  which  harvest  and  hull  them.    Also  adapted  to  production  under 
various  climatic  and  soil  with  high  yields  and  tamed  to  grow  the  right  height 
for  the  machines.    Four  new  inbred  lines  of  castor  beans  developed  in  Calif., 
Okla. ,  and  Net.  and  announced  yesterday  are  the  latest  advance.    They  will  be 
used  in  making  hybrid  seed  and  in  developing  new  inbred  varieties  for  commercial 
growers.    This  old  home  rerredy  is  still  going  modern  in  a  big  way. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  18-23 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Feb.  23,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Plastic  Greenhouses". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Career  cf 
the  Agriculture  Attache"  with  Tony  Merrill  of  the  State  Dept.,  and  Jim  Howard, 
our  Ag.  Attache  in  Egypt,  now  on  temporary  duty  here. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Feb.  23,  9:30  to  9'M  am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Feb.  23,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Ted  Hutchcroft.    Features:  "The  Value  of  Exchanging  Farm 
Information  between  Countries"  with  Carlo  Ortega,  FAS,  Owen  Williams  of  the 
British  Embassy,  and  Layne  Beaty. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  21:  "Better  Bread  from  Tested 
Flour"  -  A  co-op  story  in  15  photos  -  showing  that  grain  elevators  are  now 
testing  wheat  for  baking  quality  and  paying  premium  prices  for  preferred 
varieties. 

Drive  of  Chickens  into  Stew 

The  poultry  industry  has  launched  a  campaign  to  market  a  million  more 
stewing  hens  than  usual  so  as  to  take  that  many  birds,  that  are  not  needed,  out 
of  the  hatching-egg  business.    The  drive  is  on.    It  will  reach  its  peak  from 
February  21  through  March  2.    But  will  continue  all  through  March.    USDA  is 
giving  its  full  support* to  this  campaign  to  build  markets  for  stewing  chickens , 
and  making  it  a  part  of  its  plentiful  foods  program.    The  drive  was  initiated 
at  a  meeting  here  at  the  end  of  last  week. 

Reminder  Spots  on  Program  Dates 

We're  enclosing  a  few  spot  announcements  to  help  you  remind  farmers  of 
some  important  deadlines  —  the  last  dates  to  sign  up  for  the  1957  Acreage 
Reserve  Programs.    These  are  the  deadlines:    March  1  for  upland  cotton  and 
tobacco;  and  March  8  for  corn,  rice  and  spring  wheat.    And  here's  a  suggestion: 
How  about  calling  your  State  or  County  ASC  office  to  get  the  latest  sign-up 
information  and  other  local  facts  on  these  programs.     (The  deadline  for  the 
Conservation  Reserve  sign-up  for  contracts  beginning  in  1957  has  been  moved 
ahead  to  April  15.    We'll  send  you  spot  announcements  on  the  Conservation  Reserve 

deadline  about  March  29  Beginning  today,  the  Department  plans  to  issue 

weekly  summaries,  based  on  reports  from  the  field  as  of  the  preceding  Friday, 
of  the  sign-up  under  the  1957  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  programs. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 
Radio  &  TV  Service 


P.S.    USDA  just  now  urged  soybean  growers  to  watch  soybean  market  prices  closely; 
during  the  next  several  weeks  -  for  possible  advantageous  redemption  of  price 
support  loans  on  '56-crop  soybeans. 
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meeting  at  Ocean  Lake,  Oregon.    Last  Monday  he  attended  the  Pacific  Region 
NATRFD  Sales  Clinic,  at  Seattle,  presided  over  by  Norm  Griffin,  CKWX,  Vancouver, 
B.C..  and  v. p.  Al  Bauer,  KSLM,  Salem,  Ore.    Others  there  were  Bill  Moshier,  KOMO, 
Seattle;  Jack  Jett,  KPQ,  Wenatchee;  Dick  Passage,  KIMA,  Yakima;  Bill  Smith,  KOAC, 
Corvallis,  Ore.;  Earl  Jones,  KSRV,  Ontario,  Ore.;  Ivan  Jones,  KGW,  Portland; 
plus  several  station  managers  and  sales  people  with  about  20  Seattle  advertising 
agency  people  at  the  luncheon.    NATRFD  Prexy  Timmons  spoke  on  "The  TRFD  -  The 
advertisers  shortest  route  to  the  consumer"  and  Chief  Beaty  told  about  "The  TRFD 
in  Service  to  Agriculture." 

Adjustment  thru  the  Soil  Bank 

Monday  in  a  talk  before  the  Chicago  Farmers  Club,  Assistant  Secretary 
Earl  Butz  explained  the  various  features  of  the  Soil  Bank.    He  reported  we 
appear  to  be  in  good  shape  with  prospects  for  successful  programs  in  both 
Acreage  Reserve  and  the  Conservation  Reserve  this  year.    He  pointed  out  that 
all  farmers  with  eligible  land  can  take  part  in  the  Conservation  Reserve, 
whether  or  not  they  produce  any  of  the  "basic"  crops.    They  can  make  sound, 
long-term  investments  in  better  land  use,  establish  conservation  measures  and 
protect  and  encourage  the  development  of  wildlife.    At  the  same  time,  they  can 
help  check  the  unwise  shift  of  land  diverted  from  "basic"  crops  to  other  cash 
crops  which  will  help  reduce  general  crop  surpluses.    The  Ass't  Sec'y  emphasized 
that  the  Conservation  Reserve  -  like  the  entire  Soil  Bank  -  is  a  voluntary 
program.    The  farmers  decide  whether  to  put  land  in  the  reserve,  how  much  to 
put  in,  and  what  conservation  practices  are  to  be  applied  to  it.    And  in 
planning  his  Conservation  Reserve,  he  will  be  dealing  with  his  neighbors  on 
county  ASC  committees.    The  acreage  allotment  "history"  of  all  farms  is  pro- 
tected while  farmers  are  taking  part  in  the  Soil  Bank. 

Revolution  in  the  Food  Business 

Speaking  before  the  50th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  National  Canners 
Association  the  same  day,  Ass  't  Sec 'y  Butz  pointed  out  that  phenomenal  changes 
have  occurred  in  American  agriculture,  and  still  greater  changes  lie  ahead. 
He  said  automation  is  just  beginning  in  the  canning  business.    Because  of  the 
tremendous  impact  of  science  and  technology  on  farming  methods,  our  agricultural 
plant  can  support  twice  as  many  people  as  50  years  ago,  with  two-fifths  fewer 
people  working  on  farms.    He  said  never  before  in  history  has  the  future  been 
so  near  to  us  as  now.    By  1975  the  size  of  the  Nation's  economy  will  be  almost 
double  what  it  is  now.    Trends  indicate  there's  a  good  market  ahead. 


-  2  - 


Southwest  Pacific  Regional  NATRFD  Meet 

It  was  the  first  and  a  good  one.    With  over  200  agricultural  cash  crops 
being  produced  in  the  highly  specialized  and  diversified  California  agriculture, 
some  70  of  them  considered  "major  crops" ,  the  farmers  appearing  as  speakers  and 
panel  members  at  the  meeting  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  importance  they  attach  to 
their  radio  and  TV  programs.    Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  La.,  president, 
explained  the  NATRFD  organization  and  functions.    Layne  Beaty,  told  of  the 
services  of  USDA  to  farm  broadcasters  and  of  the  important  public  service 
being  performed  by  farm  broadcasters. 

Thanks  from  Soil  Bank  Webb 

Gordon  (Soil  Bank)  Webb,  just  back  from  a  USDA  information  trip,  reports 
pleasant"  visits  with  Ronnie  Stephens,  Ga.  Ext.  Service  radio;  Howard  Langfitt, 
WJDX,  Jackson;  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport;  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City; 
Herb  Plambeck,  Keith  Kirkpatrick  and  Chet  Randolph,  WHO,  Des  Moines;  Ralph 
Vogel,  KXEL,  Waterloo;  Harry  Martin,  WFBM,  and  Harry  Andrews,  WIBC,  Indianapolis. 
Gordon  asks  us  to  give  you  all  "thanks"  for  the  swell  job  you're  doing  explain- 
ing the  Soil  Bank  to  farmers.    That  goes,  too,  for  all  the  other  television  and 
radio  farm  directors,  Gordon  reminds  us. 

Champion  Tree-Planting  Soil  Banker 

Frank  Connolly,  FS,  reports  that  State,  industrial  and  federal  foresters, 
and  other  agricultural  workers  concede  that  R.  Hugh  Jones,  near  Lumber  City,  Ga., 
is  among  the  first  tree-planters  under  the  Soil  Bank  Act,  and,  in  all  probability 
the  first  Conservation  Reserve  tree-planter  over  the  nation.    Farmer  Jones 
lives  where  trees  grow  fast  and  there  is  an  expanding  demand  for  forest  products. 
He  uses  a  mechanical  tree  planter  and  last  week  put  10,000  young  slash  pine  in 
13  acres  of  ground  that  last  year  produced  crops  now  in  surplus  supply. 

Research  Findings  Out  Today 

From  USDA's  Southern  Utilization  Research  Branch,  in  New  Orleans,  the 
Department  announced  today  longer  lasting  canvas  goods  improved  with  treatments 

that  make  cotton  awnings  stand  up  better  against  sunlight  and  mildew  

USDA  and  the  Mississippi  Experiment  Station  came  out  with  a  new  variety  of 
Rescuegrass  which  with  proper  management  produces  a  seed  crop  in  the  spring 
and  pasture  the  following  fall.    In  field  tests  this  new  variety,  called  Lamont, 
has  proved  not  only  a  top  seed  and  forage  producer,  but  immune  to  5  of  6 

different  collection  of  heat  smut  And  speaking  of  research,  our  ARS 

has  re-grouped  its  functions  to  put  more  emphasis  on  new  uses  for  farm  products 

 USDA's  Tobacco  Research  and  Advisory  Committee  yesterday  called  for 

more  basic  studies  on  resistance  to  diseases  and  insects  and  breeding  to 
improve  leaf  quality. 

Other  Developments  - 

As  of  February  15,  over  15  million  acres  have  been  signed  under  the  1957 
Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve.  .  .  .Monday  USDA  announced  the  national  average 

support  price  for  '57-crop  dry  edible  beans  will  be  $6.31  per  100  lbs  

The  Department  has  issued  an  annual  report  summarizing  its  activity  in  regaining, 
maintaining  and  building  markets  for  U.S.  farm  products  abroad.  "Developing 
Foreign  Markets  for  U.S.  Farm  Products"  $k  pages  -  illustrated. 


Among  those  Present  at  Fresno 
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Except  Timmons  and  BeatyP  Howard  Keddie,  KFSD,  San  Diego,  travelled  the 
greatest  distance  to  the  SW  Pacific  Regional  NATRFD  meeting.    Others  present 
included:    Tommy  Thompson,  KVVC-TV,  Tulare;  Bob  Anderson,  State  Dept.  of  Agri., 
Sacramento;  John  Ternus,  KBET-TV,  Sacramento;  Stan  Livingstone,  USDA,  San. 
Francisco;  Ed  Sturgeon,  KNJ,  Fresno;  Sid  Cox,  KNJ,  Fresno;  Warren  Nystrom,  KRDU, 
Dinuba;  Hugh  Shelley,  KBEE,  Modesto;  Leonard  J.  Anderson,  KTRB,  Modesto;  Ralph  F. 
Miller,  owner,  KTIP,  Porterville;  Fred  Milne s,  KFRE,  Fresno;  Henry  Schacht,  KMBC , 
San  Francisco;  Reg  Streeter,  KWIP,  Merced;  Don  Barry,  KFRE,  Fresno;  Eg on  Hofer, 
KRDU,  Dinuha,  James  W.  Russell,  KGST,  Fresno;  Ray  Rodger s,  KFBK,  Sacramento; 
Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno;  John  Arthur  Reynolds,  mgr.  Central  Valley  Empire 
Ass 'n,  Fresno;  Paul  Bartlett,  Pres.  KFRE,  Fresno.    Henry  Schacht  presided. 
Wally  Erickson,  KFRE  and  KFRE-TV  arranged  the  program  in  cooperation  with  John 
Arthur  Reynolds,  mgr.  of  the  Central  Valley  Development  Ass'n,  Fresno.  Beaty 
says  congrats.  on  excellent  program  and  turnout. 

Secretary  Benson  Praises  Poultrymen 

In  a  statement  for  release  Sunday,  Feb.  2k,  Secretary  Benson  will  praise 
poultrymen  for  the  excellent  job  they  have  done  in  making  abundant  supplies  of 
high-quality  eggs  available  to  consumers.    He  will  also  urge  consumers  to  take 
advantage  of  current  supplies  of  eggs  by  buying  and  serving  them  often.  He 
also  hopes  radio  and  television  and  other  public  information  media  will  help 
tell  consumers  about  the  plentiful  supplies  of  eggs  at  this  time. 

USDA  Surveys  Livestock  Market  Regulations 

The  Secretary  has  named  a  group  of  Department  specialists  to  review 
current  activities  and  problems  relating  to  the  investigation  and  regulation  of 
buying  livestock  and  selling  meat  under  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act.  During 
the  current  year,  USDA  has  taken  steps  to  post  and  supervise  200  more  livestock 
auction  markets.    Before  this  year,  seme  330  yards  were  posted  out  of  an 
estimated  total  of  800  yards  subject  to  posting.    During  the  past  ten  years 
actions  to  protect  livestock  shippers  have  been  taken  in  cases  involving 
millions  of  dollars  in  false  and  fraudulent  weighing  at  stockyards. 

Scrap-Book  Exhibit  on  Broadcasting  Day 

This  from  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City:  "Response  to  Farm  Broadcasting 
Day  survey  sent  out  last  week  was  excellent.    However,  relatively  few  have  sent 
news  stories,  editorials,  gubernatorial  proclamations,  pictures  and  the  like.  I 
need  that  type  of  material.    Our  plans  are  to  prepare  a  scrap  book--or  exhibit 
of  such  material  and  would  like  to  have  it  ready  for  our  spring  meeting  in 
Washington.    So,  if  any  of  the  fellows  have  material  of  this  nature  available, 
we'd  like  to  have  it." 

U.S.  Chicken  Feed  to  Get  Big  Play 

March  10  to  19,  in  the  home  town  of  Romeo  and  Juliet,  USDA  and  the  Soybean 
Council  of  America  will  woo  the  poultry  raisers  of  Western  Europe  with  an  ex- 
hibit of  livestock  feed  U.S.  has  in  plenty  for  export.    The  exhibit  at  the 
International  Agricultural  Fair  in  Verona,  Italy,  will  demonstrate  how  more 
meat  and  more  eggs  can  be  obtained  in  less  time  and  at  less  cost  through  the 
use  of  high  protein  feed  concentrates.    Live  chickens  to  star  in  the  incubator- 
to-dinner-  table  display  will  fly  to  Europe  -  by  plane,  of  course. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Feb.  25-March  2 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Market  News  and 
How  It  Helps  Farmers"  with  Frank  Blood  and  Lance  Hooks,  AMS. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  2,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  2,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "The  Second  International  Poultry 
Housing  and  Equipment  Conference"  at  Pennsylvania  State  University,  with  Ted 
Richards;  and  "A  Preview  of  the  World  Plowing  Matches"  with  Alfred  Hall,  head 
of  the  World  Plowing  Organization. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  2,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  from  the  Houston  Fat 
Stock  Show." 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  February  28:  "Weigh- A- Day- A- Month" 
5  minute  film  showing  how  the  new  cow-testing  plan  works  on  the  farm  and  in 
the  record  office. 

On  Tape  for  You  -  Send  Tape 

3Q27    "Cattle  Build-Up  Ends"  -  analysis  of  first  drop  in  cattle  numbers  in  seven 
years,  by  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS  with  Jack  Towers.    Time  ^:55« 

*kA2J  "Preview  of  the  1957  World  Plowing  Matches,  set  for  Peebles,  Ohio,  in 
September"  Alfred  Hall,  head  of  World  Plowing  Organization  chats  with 
Jack  Towers.    Time    If: 30. 

UQ27    "A  Look  at  our  Record  High  Farm  Exports",  as  outlined  by  Alex  Angelidis, 
in  a  chat  with  Jack  Towers.    Time  k:k5. 

*   For  further  information  about  this  5th  World  Plowing  Contest,  write  Robert 
Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati.    So  far,  13  countries  have  qualified  to  compete. 
They  are  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark,  Holland,  West  Germany,  Belgium, 
France,  Great  Britain,  Northern  Ireland,  Canada,  New  Zealand,,  and  U.S.  This 
plowing  world  series  is  on  Sept.  19-20.    It  will  be  held  this  year  on  a  2,500 
acre  tract  near  Peebles  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Association  of  Soil 
Conservation  Districts  Field  Days  which  begin  Sept.  17. 

Missouri  Farmers  Win  Co-op  Ad.  Contest 

Jack  Kroeck,  KLIK  ag.  director,  conducted  the  15  min.  Missouri  Farmers 
Association  radio  program  which  won  this  year's  National  Council  of  Farmer 
Co-ops  information  service  fair  contest.    The  winning  program  featured  an  on- 
the-spot  interview  with  a  widow  whose  farm  was  destroyed  by  fire,  with  sound 
of  hammers  and  saws  as  neighbors  rebuilt  her  home.    MFA  sponsors  Jack's  noon 

time  farm  program  daily  "Marketing  -  Our  No.  1  Problem"  forms  the 

theme  for  the  9th  National  Pasture-Forage-Livestock  Conference,  March  Ik,  in 
Omaha.    Arnold  Peterson,  WOW,  tells  us  the  meeting  this  year  looks  as  if  it 
would  be  one  of  their  best. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Hern don 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


